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bernard  williams  1929  2003  is  one  of  the  most  influential  philosophers  of  the  past  100  years  with  work  ranging
from meta ethics to philosophy of mind to reflections on pop culture williams wrote with a deep sensitivity to the
limitations in our knowledge and an optimistic outlook on the prospects that we have nonetheless for social and
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moral  progress if  williams was right  we still  have much to learn from the classical  world and much of  the
responsibility that intellectuals have relates to the need to interpret and apply that knowledge but williams was not
stuck in the past and he did not advocate a rejection of science or modernity instead williams argued that there is
often more knowledge around us than we realize and more opportunity than we realize for refinements in our basic
ideas about persons ethics and politics this anthology showcases some of the best and most recent work from
scholars working through some of the problems that williams identified as williams might have expected there is a
great deal of disagreement on selected points and even on the particular approach used but in their commitment
to a reflective and always somewhat skeptical outlook the authors here continue a tradition that williams felt was
vital

this  comprehensive  reference  volume  features  essays  by  some  of  the  most  distinguished  scholars  in  the  field
provides a comprehensive who s who guide to medieval philosophers offers a refreshing mix of essays providing
historical context followed by 140 alphabetically arranged entries on individual thinkers constitutes an extensively
cross referenced and indexed source written by a distinguished cast of philosophers spans the history of medieval
philosophy from the fourth century ad to the fifteenth century

the medieval period was one of the richest eras for the philosophical study of religion covering the period from the
6th to the 16th century reaching into the renaissance the history of western philosophy of religion 2 shows how
christian islamic and jewish thinkers explicated and defended their religious faith in light of the philosophical
traditions they inherited from the ancient greeks and romans the enterprise of faith seeking understanding as it
was dubbed by the medievals themselves emerges as a vibrant encounter between and a complex synthesis of the
platonic aristotelian and hellenistic traditions of antiquity on the one hand and the scholastic and monastic religious
schools of the medieval west on the other medieval philosophy of religion will be of interest to scholars and
students of  philosophy medieval  studies the history of  ideas and religion while  remaining accessible to any
interested in the rich cultural heritage of medieval religious thought

when bernard williams died in 2003 the times newspaper hailed him as the greatest moral philosopher of his
generation this outstanding collection of specially commissioned new essays on williams s work is essential reading
for anyone interested in williams ethics and moral philosophy and philosophy in general reading bernard williams
examines the astonishing scope of his philosophy from metaphysics and philosophy of mind to ethics political
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philosophy and the history of philosophy an international line up of outstanding contributors discuss amongst
others the following central aspects of williams s work williams s challenge to contemporary moral philosophy and
his criticisms of absolute theories of morality reason and rationality the good life the emotions williams and the
phenomenological  tradition  philosophical  and  political  agency  moral  and  political  luck  ethical  relativism
contributors simon blackburn john cottingham frances ferguson joshua gert peter goldie charles guignon sharon
krause christopher kutz daniel markovits elijah millgram martha naussbaum carol rovane

list of members in each volume

this four volume set is dedicated to the work of emile durkheim one of the most important and prolific sociologists
in the field who is commonly cited as a founding father of modern social science with volumes published between
1975 and 1991 this collection brings together a range of modern critical responses to durkheim s work across a
broad range of topics including epistemology modernism and post modernism theories of social order and the rise
and development of  modern society the authors in the collection also draw important comparisons between
durkheim and other seminal sociologists including max weber and claude bernard for institutional purchases for e
book sets please contact online sales tandf co uk customers in the uk europe and rest of world

by the time of his death in 2003 bernard williams was one of the greatest philosophers of his generation ethics and
the limits  of  philosophy is  not  only  widely  acknowledged to  be his  most  important  book but  also  hailed  a
contemporary classic of moral philosophy presenting a sustained critique of moral theory from kant onwards
williams reorients ethical theory towards truth truthfulness and the meaning of an individual life he explores and
reflects upon the most difficult problems in contemporary philosophy and identifies new ideas about central issues
such as relativism objectivity and the possibility of ethical knowledge this edition also includes a new commentary
on the text by a w moore and a foreword by jonathan lear

from his earliest work on personal identity to his last on the value of truthfulness the ideas and arguments of
bernard williams in the metaphysics of personhood in the history of philosophy but especially in ethics and moral
psychology have proved sometimes controversial often influential and always worth studying this book provides a
comprehensive  account  of  williams  s  many  significant  contributions  to  contemporary  philosophy  topics  include
personal identity various critiques of moral theory practical reasoning and moral motivation truth and objectivity
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and  the  relevance  of  ancient  greece  to  modern  life  it  not  only  positions  williams  among  these  important
philosophical topics but also with regard to the views of other philosophers including prominent forerunners such as
hume and nietzsche and contemporary thinkers such as nagel mcdowell macintyre and taylor the fragmentary
nature of williams s work is addressed and recurring themes and connections within his work are brought to light

this collection of historical essays range from the 6th century bc to the 20th century ad from homer to collingwood
by way of socrates plato and aristotle descartes hume and nietzsche this is the history of philosophy written
philosophically insights into the past counteract blind acceptance of present assumptions

this is a collection of essays in metaphysics ethics and related branches of philosophy by bernard williams one of
the greatest philosophers of the 20th century most essays were previously unpublished or relatively unaccessible
all of them are written with his distinctive rigour imagination and depth

includes section book reviews

over  the  past  half  century  china  has  experienced  some incredible  human dramas  ranging  from red  guard
fanaticism and the loss of education for an entire generation during the cultural revolution to the tiananmen
tragedy the economic miracle and its accompanying fad of money worship and the rampancy of official corruption
social ethics in a changing china moral decay or ethical awakening provides a rich empirical narrative and thought
provoking scholarly arguments highlighting the imperative for an ethical discourse in a country that is increasingly
seen  by  many  as  both  a  materialistic  giant  and  a  spiritual  dwarf  professor  he  huaihong  was  not  only  an
extraordinary firsthand witness to all of these dramas he played a distinct role as a historian an ethicist and a social
critic exploring the deeper intellectual and sociological origins of these events incorporating ethical theories with
his  expertise  in  culture  history  religion  literature  and  politics  of  the  country  he  reviews  the  remarkable
transformation of ethics and morality in the people s republic of china and engages in a global discourse about the
major ethical issues of our time the book aims to reconstruct chinese social ethics in an innovative philosophical
framework reflecting china s search for new virtues contents 1 reconstructing china s social ethics 2 historical and
sociological origins of chinese cultural norms 3 the transformation of ethics and morality in the prc 4 china s
ongoing moral decay 5 ethical discourse in reform era china 6 chinese ethical dialogue with the west and the world

this is an introduction to the philosophy of a christian thinker of the 20th century the author pursues his thesis
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through mathematics empirical science common sense depth psychology and social theory into metaphysics ethics
and natural theology

from his earliest work on personal identity to his last on the value of truthfulness the ideas and arguments of
bernard williams have proved sometimes controversial and often influential this volume provides a comprehensive
account of his contributions to philosophy

bernard williams ethics and the limits of philosophy is widely regarded as one of the most important works of moral
philosophy  in  the  last  fifty  years  williams  s  powerful  sceptical  critique  of  the  morality  system  sent  shockwaves
through philosophy the implications of which are still being reckoned with thirty years later in this outstanding
collection of new essays fourteen internationally recognised philosophers examine the enduring contribution that
williams s book continues to make to ethics after a detailed topical summary of ethics and the limits of philosophy
by adrian moore the full scope of the work is assessed including the role of aristotle and hume in williams thought
and his arguments concerning the history of philosophy the nature of virtue the good life practical reason and
deliberation and the themes of duty blame and inauthenticity ethics beyond the limits is required reading for
students and researchers in ethics metaethics and moral psychology and highly recommended for anyone studying
the work of bernard williams

descartes has often been called the father  of  modern philosophy his  attempts to  find foundations for  knowledge
and to reconcile the existence of the soul with the emerging science of his time are among the most influential and
widely studied in the history of philosophy this is a classic and challenging introduction to descartes by one of the
most  distinguished  modern  philosophers  bernard  williams  not  only  analyzes  descartes  project  of  founding
knowledge on certainty but uncovers the philosophical motives for his search with acute insight he demonstrates
how descartes meditations are not merely a description but the very enactment of philosophical thought and
discovery williams covers  all  of  the key areas of  descartes thought  including god the will  the possibility  of
knowledge and the mind and its place in nature he also makes profound contributions to the theory of knowledge
metaphysics and philosophy generally with a new foreword by john cottingham

bernard williams is one of the most influential figures in recent ethical theory where he has set a considerable part
of  the  current  agenda  in  this  collection  a  distinguished  international  team of  philosophers  who  have  been
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stimulated by williams work give new responses to it the topics covered include equality consistency comparisons
between science and ethics integrity moral reasons the moral system and moral knowledge williams himself then
provides a substantial reply which in turn shows both the current directions of his own thought and also his present
view of his earlier work such as that on utilitarianism
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